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Steven Gallagher was awarded a first class LL.B. He was called to the Bar of England
and Wales in 2006. Steven teaches equity and trusts, property law, and digital
technology and law. Steven also teaches a course on art, antiquities, cultural heritage
and the law. Steven has presented continuing professional development courses for
solicitors in Hong Kong on many topics associated with property. Steven’s research
interests include equity and the law of trusts, art and cultural heritage law and legal
history. He is not a technologist. In 2023 Steven published the first treatise dealing
formally and systematically with all the major aspects of, and entitled, Digital
Technology and Law.

This 3-hour seminar will examine the issues that arise in collecting, buying and selling dead human
bodies and their parts.

The seminar will begin by considering the issues the common law has in considering the human body
property. The development of common law actions and statutory protection for the dead human body
will be considered. The seminar will discuss the issues that arise in protecting graves and the buried
body - these include the restrictions and permissions for exhumation and reburial.

The international legal frameworks and guidelines intended to govern the ownership and
safeguarding of human remains will be considered. The various issues that arise with the buying
and selling of dead body parts for education and entertainment will be considered.

The seminar will then conclude by considering some of the many disputes that have arisen over the
return of human remains from public and private collections, notable legal and negotiated returns,
and the ongoing issues.
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Some of the topics considered in this seminar will be:

= Public and private collections of the dead;

= Edward Coke and the “No-Property Rule”;

= The human body as property - body snatchers, enthusiastic medical students and
angry creditors;

» Statutory developments in protecting the dead human body;

= Exhumation orders and religious protection (the faculty jurisdiction);

= International law governing the ownership and safeguarding of human remains;

» The continued trade in the dead;

= Estate of Tupana Maori, Warrior;

» The Case of 17 Tasmanian Aborigines;

» Saartjie Baartman - The Hottentot Venus;

» The scramble for the bones of Richard llI;

=  The Mummified Monk;

= Charles Byrne - The Irish Giant;

Joseph Merrick - The Elephant Man.
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